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The Confession of Sin                                  

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for  
ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life 
and our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to        
worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts      
confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and 
mercy.  

 

Most merciful God,                                                                                                                           
we confess that we have sinned against you                                                                               
in thought, word, and deed,                                                                                                      
by what we have done,                                                                                                                 
and by what we have left undone.                                                                                             
We have not loved you with our whole heart;                                                                              
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.                                                                         
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.                                                                                   
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,                                                                                            
have mercy on us and forgive us;                                                                                                   
that we may delight in your will,                                                                                                     
and walk in your ways,                                                                                                                     
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through                                         
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.      Amen.  

The Lord be with you.                                                                                                                           

 And also with you. 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the                         
beginning, is now, and will be for ever.     Amen.  

Psalm 100   The Jubilate            

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *                                                                                      
 serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song.      

 Know this: The Lord himself is God; *                                                                                               
 he himself has made us, and we are his;                                                                             
 we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.  

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; *                                         
 give thanks to him and call upon his Name.  

For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; *                                                                     
 and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  

The Invitatory and Psalter                           

Lord, open our lips.                                                                                                                                                                          
 And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.    

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the              
beginning, is now, and will be for ever.     Amen.  

The mercy of the Lord is everlasting:                                                                                              
 Come let us adore him.  



 A Reading from the book of Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders,  
the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves  
before God. And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord,                                    
the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and                 
Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took your       
father Abraham from  beyond the River and led him through all the land of                 
Canaan and made his offspring many.                                                                                              
“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness;          
put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and 
serve the Lord.                                                                                                                                  
Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, 
whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the 
gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my                    
household, we will serve the Lord.”                                                                                                  
Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to 
serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our  ancestors up 
from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs 
in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the 
peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all the              
peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, 
for he is our God.” 

But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He 
is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake 
the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume 
you, after having done you good.” And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will 
serve the Lord!” Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against                
yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And they said, “We are                   
witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and                  
incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua, 
“The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” So Joshua made a                       
covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at 
Shechem. 

The Word of the Lord                                                                                                                       
Thanks be to God                                                                                                                                 



Psalm 78:1-7 

Hear my teaching, O my people; * 
incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

I will open my mouth in a parable; * 
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

 That which we have heard and known, 
and what our forefathers have told us, * 
we will not hide from their children. 

We will recount to generations to come 
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, * 
and the wonderful works he has done. 

 He gave his decrees to Jacob 
and established a law for Israel, * 
which he commanded them to teach their children; 

That the generations to come might know, 
and the children yet unborn; * 
that they in their turn might tell it to their children; 

 So that they might put their trust in God, * 
and not forget the deeds of God, 
but keep his commandments; 

A Reading from 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who 
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, 
that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means 
precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with 
the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heav-
en, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will 
be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air;                                 
and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with 
these words. 

The Word of the Lord                                                                                                                                
Thanks be to God                                                                                                                                 



The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 25:1-13 

 Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five 
were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the 
wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of 
them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is 
the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and 
trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for 
our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for 
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell 
you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor 
the hour.” 

The Gospel of the Lord                                                                                                                   
Praise to you, Lord Christ 

Sermon 



Blessings and Announcements 

Birthdays: Cornel Robinson, Lynda Morrison, Doris Kieffer                                                              

and Heather Van Meter 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as 

they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and 

strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives;                              

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

The Apostles Creed                                          

I believe in God, the Father almighty,                                                                                                
creator of heaven and earth.                                                                                                                    
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.                                                                                                             
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit                                                                         
and born of the Virgin Mary.                                                                                                                     
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,                                                                                                                        
was crucified, died, and was buried.                                                                                                    
He descended to the dead.                                                                                                                    
On the third day he rose again.                                                                                                            
He ascended into heaven,                                                                                                                    
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.                                                                                  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.                                                                         
I believe in the Holy Spirit,                                                                                                                   
the holy catholic Church,                                                                                                                     
the communion of saints,                                                                                                                    
the forgiveness of sins,                                                                                                                          
the resurrection of the body,                                                                                                                
and the life everlasting. Amen.  



Our Father                                                           

The Lord be with you.                                                                                                                            
 And also with you.                                                                                                                                       
Let us pray.  

Our Father, who art in heaven,                                                                                                                            
hallowed be thy Name,                                                                                                                                   
thy kingdom come,                                                                                                                                       
thy will be done,                                                                           
on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                                                                              
Give us this day our daily bread.                                                                                                             
And forgive us our trespasses,                                                                                                                   
as we forgive those                                                                                                                              
who trespass against us.                                                                                                                      
And lead us not into temptation,                                                                                                            
but deliver us from evil.                                                                                                                              
For thine is the kingdom,  the power, and the glory,                                                                        
for ever and ever. Amen.  

For all navigating decisions during this time of uncertainty and fear;                                            

 grant them your peace.  

For churches and their clergy;                                                                                                                      

 grant them discernment and creativity to lead and minister in                                        

 unprecedented  circumstances.  

For those who have become unemployed or underemployed during this                    

pandemic;                                                                                                                                           

 grant them comfort, wisdom, and financial provision.  

And for all the prayers we cannot voice because our language is insufficient or our 

ignorance too great;                                                                                                                                                 

 Lord, hear our prayer 

O God, your unfailing providence sustains the world we live in and the life we live;                           

grant that we may never forget that our common life depends upon each other’s 

toil;  through Jesus Christ our Lord.                                                                                          

 Amen.  



A Prayer of Thanksgiving      

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 
thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have 
made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this 
life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by 
our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we 
pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts 
we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving 
up our selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and                                       
righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages.      Amen.  

Let us bless the Lord.                                                                                                                      
 Thanks be to God.                                             

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.                                                                                        
 Amen. 

The flowers are given in the glory of God by 

The Herzog family in thanksgiving for 

Doris Kieffer 

Collect of the Day    

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of 
the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having 
this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with 
power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious                         
kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,                                                
one God, for ever and ever.   Amen.  
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