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The Hymnal 1982 - #66 Come, thou long-expected Jesus 

 

 

Dear friends in Christ, as we travel towards Bethlehem in this season of Advent, we come together in the 
midst of a busy season to take a breath; to slow down as we anticipate Jesus’ coming into the world. We are 
invited for a time to breathe in together the life that God gives us. To listen for the beat of God’s heart and 
the blessings and lessons this season brings to us. Each week we light an Advent candle as a symbol of our 

The candle for this first week of Advent is a candle of HOPE. Today the flame of this candle reminds us of 
the hope that came into the world in Jesus Emmanuel. In Jesus we see the hopes and fears of the people of 
God made whole and present. Jesus said “I came so that everyone would have life, life in all its fullness.“  

O God, we kindle this flame with anticipation. We long for you to come to our world, to break through and 

reign with compassion, justice, and peace.                                                                                                                            
Amen.  

Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.                                                                                                                        
  Thanks be to God.       

Almighty God, to You all hearts are open,  all desires known, and from You no secrets are hid: cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, so that we may truly love you, and worthily 
praise your holy name; through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen  



The Lord be with you.                                                                                                                                                                            

 And also with you.                                                                                                                                                                           

Let us pray. 

A Reading from Isaiah 64:1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at your          
presence as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil to make your name known to your 
adversaries,  so that the nations might tremble at your presence!  When you did awesome deeds that we did 
not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past no one has heard,        
no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him.                 
You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we 
sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.  We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  
There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from 
us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.  Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and 
you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not                          
remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 

Jesus the light of the world comes to dispel the shadows of our hearts. Therefore, in the light of Christ let us 
confess our sins.  

Most Holy God, in the midst of this season of expectation and new life, we confess:  

 We have resisted the light of your love; we have not fully shared the gifts entrusted to us; and we have not 
treasured the gifts of others around us. Holy Trinity, make us holy. Holy God, make us whole. Amen.  

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by the Holy 
Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.         Amen.  

Let us glorify the Holy One as we say:       

O Light of the world, first born of creation, radiance of glory, light from light begotten. God self-revealing, 
holy, bright and blessed, you shine upon us. Day’s light is fleeting, your light is eternal and we look to you 
our light within the shadow. We sing to you O Creator, Christ and Spirit, you shine before us. Light of our 
world, O Jesus Christ we bless you; giver of life and Child of God we praise you. Here with us the universe 
proclaims your glory, as you shine among us. Amen.  

Hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to God’s people                                                                                                             

Thanks be to God 

The Collect of the Day        

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  



Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 

 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 

Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

O Lord God of hosts, * 
how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people? 

You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

A Reading from 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always for 
you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been           
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been                    
strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to God’s people                                                                                                            
Thanks be to God 



 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  Mark 13:24-37 

Glory to you O Christ. 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with 
great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes            
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking 
place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all 
these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.                      
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.          
Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when 
he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on 
the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes                     
suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                                                        
Praise to you, O Christ.  

 Sermon      

Let us affirm our hope in Christ our Light.                                                                                                                                       
  We believe in God, whose love is the source of all life and the desire of our lives                                              
whose love was given a human face in Jesus of Nazareth,                                                                                                    
whose love was crucified by the evil that seeks to enslave us all,                                                                                                  
and whose love, defeating even death, is our glorious promise of freedom.                                                                                    
Therefore, though we are sometimes fearful and doubting, we trust in God;                                                                             
and, in the Name of Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves,                                                                                                               
in the service of others, to seek justice and to live in peace,                                                                                                               
to care for the earth and to share the common wealth of God’s goodness,                                                                                  
to live in the freedom of forgiveness and the power of the Spirit of love;                                                                                                        
And in company of the faithful, to be the Church,                                                                                                                         
for the glory of God. Amen.  



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR THE SEASON OF ADVENT                                               

O God whose Messiah’s coming we await, keep us awake and alert to watch for the signs of your coming. 
As the fig tree puts forth its leaves and the portents of the new day dawns, keep us awake and alert for 
the second advent of Christ our Savior.                                          

Keep us awake and alert to our humble calling to be the church of Christ in the world.                                                    
Empower all bishops, priests and deacons to proclaim justice and truth as they care for                                           
your holy people.  Christ our hope;                                                                                                                                         
 Shine in our hearts.  

Keep us awake and alert to the needs and wants of the nations of the world. Enlighten the leaders of all 
nations to attend to the needs of the lowest and the least, the last and the left-out, that justice and peace 
may be our strength and equity our common good. Christ our hope;                                                                                     
 Shine in our hearts.  

Keep us awake and alert to the needs of the sick and suffering. Embolden our love that we may care with 
compassion for those in need. Give them to know of the healing care of Jesus. Christ our hope;                              
  Shine in our hearts.  

Keep us awake and alert to the needs of friends and strangers. Energize this community of faith to reach 
out with compassion to transform our neighborhoods and communities to reflect the beloved community 
of peace. Christ our hope;                                                                                                                                                                 
 Shine in our hearts.  

 Keep us awake and alert to those who mourn, those who grieve and those who are despondent or                  
depressed. Enable us to be Christ hands of healing and wholeness that we may be agents of comfort                
and hope. Christ our hope;                                                                                                                                                                    
 Shine in our hearts.  

  Keep us awake and alert to the shortness of our time. Enfold those who have ended their course on 
earth and have joined the martyrs and saints in the region of light. May we, in our own time, come to the 
joys of your eternal reign. Christ our hope;                                                                                                                         
 Shine in our hearts.  

O God, encourage, embolden and energize your people to keep awake and alert to the coming of Jesus 
the Christ, that he, at his second Advent, may find us ready to greet him and eager to serve those in need; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God for ever and ever. Amen.  

Blessings and Announcements    

Birthdays:   Dawn Benner, Shirley Floyd, Oscar Benner and Joan Powell                                                                                       
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another year. 
Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of 
their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Anniversaries: Richard & Marie Vosburgh and Bill & Elizabeth Caspari 



Let us pray in the way that Christ taught us.  

 OUR FATHER, who art in heaven,                                                                                                                                                       
hallowed be thy name.                                                                                                                                                                                      
Thy Kingdom come,                                                                                                                                                                                    
thy will be done,                                                                                                                                                                                  
on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                                                                                                               
Give us this day our daily bread.                                                                                                                                                            
And forgive us our trespasses,                                                                                                                                                                  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.                                                                                                                                        
And lead us not into temptation,                                                                                                                                                       
but deliver us from evil.                                                                                                                                                                         
For thine is the kingdom,                                                                                                                                                                 
the power and the glory,                                                                                                                                                                          
for ever and ever. Amen.  

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe.                                                                                                       
 You create the fruit of the vine; we long for the day when you will once again refresh us with the 
cup of salvation in the Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen.  

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe.                                                                              
 You bring forth bread from the earth; we long for the day when we may once again partake of the 
bread of life the Body of your Son Jesus Christ. As grain scattered upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, 
so gather your Church in every place into the kingdom of your Son. To you be glory and power forever and 
ever. Amen.  

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe.                                                                                                          
 You have blessed the earth to bring forth food to satisfy our hunger. Let this food strengthen us in 
the Eucharistic fast that is before us, that following our Savior in the way of the cross, we may come to the 
joy of his resurrection. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen.  

THE THANKSGIVING  

God of all creation, we gather on this first day of the week made holy by the resurrection of Christ, your Son. 
In the waters of baptism we were buried with him so that we might also rise with him and so share his victory 
over sin and death.                                                                                                                                                                        
 You have transformed our lives into the living stones that form your Church with Christ as the founda-
tion stone. Strengthen our community’s bond of  communion and peace and deepen our solidarity with your 
Church throughout the world.  

Rekindle within us this Sabbath day the vision of your kingdom so that our daily concerns and labor may find 
their proper perspective.                                                                                                                                                            
 Fill our homes with the spirit of the Gospel and give us the grace to see the face of Christ in the people 
with whom we live. We raise our voices in praise and thanksgiving to you, O God; that we who have celebrat-
ed Christ’s resurrection this day share in his eternal glory where he lives and reigns with you and the   Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The peace of Christ be always with you.                                                                                                                                                       
 And also with you.  



The flowers are given in the Glory of God by 

John and Kate Kavanaugh 

In thanksgiving for their 30th Anniversary 

 
We have lit this candle as a symbol of our faith in the coming of Christ among us. Faith that God sees us and 
meets us even in the messiness of life. We now embody Christ’s living flame. Let us be the light to a world in 
need of light, that we may be guided to Emmanuel, God with us, once more.  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,                                                  
be with us all evermore.                 Amen.  

Let us bless the Lord.                                                                                                                                                          
 Thanks be to God.  

The Hymnal 1982 - #68 Rejoice! rejoice, believers 

 

 

 

 



Dismissal by Clarence Cherry 


