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The Hymnal 1982 - #58 Lo! he comes, with clouds descending 

 

 

 

 



Dear friends in Christ, as we travel towards Bethlehem in this season of Advent, we come together in the 
midst of a busy season to take a breath; to slow down as we anticipate Jesus’ coming into the world. We are 
invited for a time to breathe in together the life that God gives us. To listen for the beat of God’s heart and 
the blessings and lessons this season brings to us. Each week we light an Advent candle as a symbol of our 
journey. With its light comes our prayers and our stories.  

The candle for this fourth week of Advent is a candle of LOVE.                                                                                                             
Today the flame of this candle reminds us of the love that came to this world when Jesus was born and his 

O God, we kindle this flame with anticipation. We long for you to come to our world, to break through and 

reign with compassion, justice, and peace.                                                                                                                            
Amen.  

Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.                                                                                                                        
  Thanks be to God.       

Almighty God, to You all hearts are open,  all desires known, and from You no secrets are hid: cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, so that we may truly love you, and worthily 
praise your holy name; through our Savior Jesus Christ.      Amen  

Jesus the light of the world comes to dispel the shadows of our hearts. Therefore, in the light of Christ let us 
confess our sins.  

Most Holy God, in the midst of this season of expectation and new life, we confess:                                                                                    
We have resisted the light of your love; we have not fully shared the gifts entrusted to us; and we have not 
treasured the gifts of others around us. Holy Trinity, make us holy. Holy God, make us whole. Amen.  

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by the Holy 
Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.         Amen.  

Let us glorify the Holy One as we say:                                                                                                                                                 
O Light of the world, first born of creation, radiance of glory, light from light begotten. God self-revealing, 
holy, bright and blessed, you shine upon us. Day’s light is fleeting, your light is eternal and we look to you 
our light within the shadow. We sing to you O Creator, Christ and Spirit, you shine before us. Light of our 
world, O Jesus Christ we bless you; giver of life and Child of God we praise you. Here with us the universe 
proclaims your glory, as you shine among us.     Amen.  

The Lord be with you.                                                                                                                                                                                    

And also with you.                                                                                                                                                                           

Let us pray. 



A Reading from 2 Samuel  7:1-11, 16 

When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around him, the 
king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." 
Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you."  But that same night the 
word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build 
me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to 
this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all 
the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to 
shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" Now therefore thus you 
shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the  pasture, from following the 
sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all 
your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 
earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own 
place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I 
appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies.                                              
Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall 
be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 

Hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to God’s people                                                                                                             

Thanks be to God 

The Collect of the Day                                                                                                                                                                                 
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may 
find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever.  Amen.                                                                                                                    

Canticle 15        The Song of Mary Magnificat         Luke 1:46-55 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 
in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen 



A Reading from Romans 16:25-27 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ,                  
according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and 
through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal 
God, to bring about the obedience of faith-- to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory 
forever!      Amen. 

Hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to God’s people                                                                                                            
Thanks be to God 

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 1:26-38 

 Glory to you O Christ. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called  Nazareth, to a virgin                  
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of  David. The virgin’s name was Mary.                                 
And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed 
by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be  barren. For nothing will be                    
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.”                                                                                                                                                                                          
Then the angel departed from her. 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                                                        
Praise to you, O Christ.  

 Sermon      

Let us affirm our hope in Christ our Light: 

                                                                                                                                                                                                               
We believe in God, whose love is the source of all life and the desire of our lives                                              
whose love was given a human face in Jesus of Nazareth,                                                                                                    
whose love was crucified by the evil that seeks to enslave us all,                                                                                                  
and whose love, defeating even death, is our glorious promise of freedom.                                                                                    
Therefore, though we are sometimes fearful and doubting, we trust in God;                                                                             
and, in the Name of Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves,                                                                                                               
in the service of others, to seek justice and to live in peace,                                                                                                               
to care for the earth and to share the common wealth of God’s goodness,                                                                                  
to live in the freedom of forgiveness and the power of the Spirit of love;                                                                                                        
And in company of the faithful, to be the Church,                                                                                                                         
for the glory of God. Amen.  



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR THE SEASON OF ADVENT                                               

O God whose Messiah’s coming we await, keep us awake and alert to watch for the signs of your coming. As 
the fig tree puts forth its leaves and the portents of the new day dawns, keep us awake and alert for the sec-
ond advent of Christ our Savior.                                          

Keep us awake and alert to our humble calling to be the church of Christ in the world.                                                    
Empower all bishops, priests and deacons to proclaim justice and truth as they care for                                           
your holy people.  Christ our hope;                                                                                                                                         
 Shine in our hearts.  

Keep us awake and alert to the needs and wants of the nations of the world. Enlighten the leaders of all na-
tions to attend to the needs of the lowest and the least, the last and the left-out, that justice and peace may 
be our strength and equity our common good. Christ our hope;                                                                                     
 Shine in our hearts.  

Keep us awake and alert to the needs of the sick and suffering. Embolden our love that we may care with 
compassion for those in need. Give them to know of the healing care of Jesus. Christ our hope;                              
  Shine in our hearts.  

Keep us awake and alert to the needs of friends and strangers. Energize this community of faith to reach out 
with compassion to transform our neighborhoods and communities to reflect the beloved community of 
peace. Christ our hope;                                                                                                                                                                 
 Shine in our hearts. 

 Keep us awake and alert to those who mourn, those who grieve and those who are despondent or                  
depressed. Enable us to be Christ hands of healing and wholeness that we may be agents of comfort                
and hope. Christ our hope;                                                                                                                                                                    
 Shine in our hearts.  

Keep us awake and alert to the shortness of our time. Enfold those who have ended their course on earth 
and have joined the martyrs and saints in the region of light. May we, in our own time, come to the joys 
of your eternal reign. Christ our hope;                                                                                                                         
 Shine in our hearts.  

O God, encourage, embolden and energize your people to keep awake and alert to the coming of Jesus 
the Christ, that he, at his second Advent, may find us ready to greet him and eager to serve those in need; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God for ever and ever. Amen.  

Blessings and Announcements    

Birthdays:  Vivianne Young, Michelle Powell, Tonya Robinson , Joe Naumann,  Justin Goolsby     

 O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another year. 

Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of 

their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 



Let us pray in the way that Christ taught us.  

 Our Father, who art in heaven,                                                                                                                                                       
hallowed be thy name.                                                                                                                                                                                      
Thy Kingdom come,                                                                                                                                                                                    
thy will be done,                                                                                                                                                                                  
on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                                                                                                               
Give us this day our daily bread.                                                                                                                                                            
And forgive us our trespasses,                                                                                                                                                                  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.                                                                                                                                        
And lead us not into temptation,                                                                                                                                                       
but deliver us from evil.                                                                                                                                                                         
For thine is the kingdom,                                                                                                                                                                 
the power and the glory,                                                                                                                                                                          
for ever and ever. Amen.  

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe.                                                                                                       
 You create the fruit of the vine; we long for the day when you will once again refresh us with the 
cup of salvation in the Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen.  

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe.                                                                              
 You bring forth bread from the earth; we long for the day when we may once again partake of the 
bread of life the Body of your Son Jesus Christ. As grain scattered upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, 
so gather your Church in every place into the kingdom of your Son. To you be glory and power forever and 
ever. Amen.  

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe.                                                                                                          
 You have blessed the earth to bring forth food to satisfy our hunger. Let this food strengthen us in 
the Eucharistic fast that is before us, that following our Savior in the way of the cross, we may come to the 
joy of his resurrection. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen.  

THE THANKSGIVING  

God of all creation, we gather on this first day of the week made holy by the resurrection of Christ, your Son. 
In the waters of baptism we were buried with him so that we might also rise with him and so share his victory 
over sin and death.                                                                                                                                                                        
 You have transformed our lives into the living stones that form your Church with Christ as the founda-
tion stone. Strengthen our community’s bond of  communion and peace and deepen our solidarity with your 
Church throughout the world.  

Rekindle within us this Sabbath day the vision of your kingdom so that our daily concerns and labor may find 
their proper perspective.                                                                                                                                                            
 Fill our homes with the spirit of the Gospel and give us the grace to see the face of Christ in the people 
with whom we live. We raise our voices in praise and thanksgiving to you, O God; that we who have celebrat-
ed Christ’s resurrection this day share in his eternal glory where he lives and reigns with you and the   Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.  



The peace of Christ be always with you.                                                                                                                                                       
 And also with you.  

We have lit this candle as a symbol of our faith in the coming of Christ among us. Faith that God sees us and 
meets us even in the messiness of life. We now embody Christ’s living flame. Let us be the light to a world in 
need of light, that we may be guided to Emmanuel, God with us, once more.  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,                                                  
be with us all evermore.                 Amen.  

Let us bless the Lord.                                                                                                                                                          
 Thanks be to God.  
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The flowers are given in the Glory of God by 

by the Tsoukas and Simpson Families  

In memory of Robert Esworthy    

Dismissal by Clarence Cherry 

This afternoon Dec. 20th,  from 3 to 4 we are having a Christmas party for our parishioners. 

It will be a drive up event and you can wave to  other parishioners who are here.                                            

Even though we will not be able to get out of our cars,                                                                      

we can at least see all of our smiling faces at Christmastime. 

Or you can give the person in the other car a call just to say hi! 

We will have a bag for each car with goodies inside it! 

 

We are also having Clay Café from 4:30 to 6:30 if anyone would like to stay and get food. 

It is also drive thru!!! 


