
Epiphany II            January 17, 2021                                                                                      

Service of Epiphany Lessons and Carols 

Prelude 

Opening Hymn #124 

 

 

 



Bidding Prayer 

Officiant 

 

 

 

We pray for the unity and mission of Christ's Church, and for all who minister the 

gospel of Christ, we pray for the world, that we may have reverence for the natu-

ral order and respect for every person, made in the  image  and likeness of God, 

and we pray for those who stand in need, for the lonely, the fearful, the sick and 

the bereaved, and for all who have no  one to  pray  for  them. 

 

 

 



First Lesson:     John 1:1-14 

A Reading from John 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him 

was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overcome it.  There was a man sent from God, whose 

name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might      

believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 

light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He 

was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 

not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 

him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to be-

come children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or 

of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 

glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 



Hymn  #82 Of the Father’s love begotten 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Lesson:         Matthew 1:18-23 

A reading from Matthew 

 

When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived                     
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband                         
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, 
planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an                               
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David,  
do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for  the child conceived  in her  is  
from the Holy Spirit. She will bear  a son,  and  you are to name him Jesus,  for 
he will save his people from their sins." All this took place to fulfill what  had  
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: "Look, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," 

 

 

 

Thanks be to God. 



Hymn  #79 O little town of Bethlehem    Verses 1-3 

 

 

 

 



Third Lesson:       Luke 2:8-20 

A reading from Luke 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them,          
"Do not be afraid; for see-I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the    
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
on earth peace among those whom he favors!" When the angels had left them 
and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to                 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.                                              
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 

The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

Hymn  #89 It came upon the midnight clear 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fourth Lesson:       Matthew 2:1-12 

A reading from Matthew 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 

from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born 

king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 

homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 

him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he                    

inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem 

of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 'And you, Bethlehem, in the 

land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall 

come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel."' Then Herod secretly called for 

the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 

Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; 

and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 

went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 

the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 

with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 

knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered 

him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not 

to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 



 Hymn- #128 We three kings of Orient are 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fifth Lesson:  Matthew 2:13-18 

A reading from Matthew 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 

said, "Get up, take the child and his mother., and flee to Egypt, and remain there 

until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." Then 

Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and 

remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been                     

spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son." 

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, 

and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two 

years old or under, according to the time  that he had learned from the wise 

men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:   

'A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for 

her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.' 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



Hymn  #247 O sisters, too 

 

 

 

 



Sixth Lesson:  Luke 2:21-28 

A reading from Luke 

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was 
called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the 
law of the Lord, 'Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord'), 
and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord,    
'a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.' Now there was a man in Jerusalem 
whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward 
to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been                   
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; 
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was                       
customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God. 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Hymn #257 O Zion, open wide thy gates 

 

 

 



Seventh Lesson:     Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

A reading from Luke 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 

hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of 

them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is 

coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his thresh-

ing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire."  Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus                  

also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy 

Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 

heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased." 

The Word of the Lord 

 Thanks be to God. 

The Hymnal 1982 - #116 “I come,” the great Redeemer cries 

 

 



The Renewal of Baptismal Covenant  

Do you believe in God the Father?                                                                                               
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.                   

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?                                                                              
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the                     
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under                               
Pontius  Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead.              
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.    

 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?                                                                                         
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   

                                                                                                                                              
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in the prayers ?                                                                                                                   
 I will, with God’s help.  

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin,                               
repent and return to the Lord?                                                                                                                                  
 I will, with God’s help.  

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?                                       
 I will, with God’s help.  

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?                 
 I will, with God’s help.  

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 
every human being?                                                                                                                        
 I will, with God’s help.  

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son 
may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; 
who lives and reigns now and for ever.    Amen.  



Blessings and Announcements                                                                                                         

Birthdays:  Charlie Toussaint, Evan Warren and Ruth Benner 

 O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as 
they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and 
strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.            Amen.  

Dismissal by Clarence Cherry 

Collect of the day 

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: 
Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine 
with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and 
obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with 
you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever.   Amen.  

The General Thanksgiving            

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 
thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have 
made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our 
Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, 
give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may 
show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our 
selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all 
our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory throughout all ages.      Amen  

Let us bless the Lord.                                                                                                                      

 Thanks be to God.                                             

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.                                                                                        



Hymn #477 All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine 

 

 

 

 


