
 

 

Office of the Bishop 
 

January 6, 2021 

 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 
  

Today we as the Christian community around the world celebrate the visit of the Magi and 
the manifestation of Jesus as the Light of the World, our collective gaze is fixed on the 
events happening in our nation’s capital. None of us could have imagined these events. 
The acts of violence and vandalism we have seen on social media and broadcast news is a 
reminder that God comes among us even in a difficult and trying world. 
  

As people of faith, we are called to make no peace with violence or oppression. We are 
called to be in the words of St. Francis, “instruments of peace.” 
  

At this time of uncertainty, I invite you to join me in praying for our nation, for our elected 
leaders, and for all in authority in this land. May we, in our several and varied callings, 
reflect the Light of the Christ we follow. 
  
A Prayer for the Nation 
Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your glory, to serve you 
in freedom and in peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and the 
strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance with your gracious will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
  
A Prayer for Peace 
Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with your 
wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth, that in tranquility your 
dominion may increase until the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
The Rt. Rev. Deon K. Johnson, 
Eleventh Bishop of The Episcopal Diocese of Missouri 
 


